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"The individual," some one has said, "is a puzzle; in the aggregate he becomes a mathematical certainty. You
can not foretell what one man will do, but you can say with precision what an average number will be up to." In no calling is this more conspicuously true than in the dental profession; its rapid advancement, its triumphs and scientific spirit very justly entitle it to the admiration and pride of its members. Yet among dentists it is often asserted that there is no esprit de corps, and the frequent instances of disregard of the code of ethics on the part of individuals, and the unscientific spirit in which many of them view the lesions of the organs which it is their specialty to treat, make a bold contrast between the high aims of the profession as a whole and the practice of a large number of its members.
In our societies, current literature, and colleges, in the free and liberal professional intercourse which has been steadily growing for more than a generation, may be found the most gratifying improvement over the time when the tendency was to conceal every invention, device, or detail of practice, as the miser does his gold.
It cannot be denied, however, that esprit de corps, which is the "'chivalry" of professional life, is often forgotten, and the code of ethics which should be our guidance in all intercourse, both with patient and professional brother, is as often ignored as observed. Yet we should be far from attributing every violation of the strict interpretation of the code of ethics to a want of honor or to greed; much of it is no doubt due to absence of the scientific spirit, which should guide the practitioner in the treatment of the dental organs,
The word "scientific" is often used by dentists in their writings and discussions, and I have heard incidentally of a case which occurred recently, of a dentist who made an examination of fillings done by a previous dentist in the presence of two of the patient's relatives, pointing out alleged defects, and using other arguments to destroy the confidence which they felt for many years in their family dentist. I was asked by the lady who related this circumstance to me, "Does your profession allow such conduct?" I replied that our profession prescribed for its members a code of ethics for their guidance, but that no written 'code' could make a gentleman of an individual who was not so naturally or by training.
A gentleman asked me recently for an opinion about the case of an acquaintance who had his teeth examined by a dentist who told him that it would take six weeks to put them in order; he kept appointments every day for three weeks, when, getting a "little tired," he asked the dentist how much more remained to be done, and was told, "I am about half through." "Well," said the patient, "I think I will stop for a while." But soon after that he had occasion to consult another practitioner, who, after an examination, told In the fact that the field-hands among the Southern negroes have exceptionally fine teeth, while the houseservants show rapid deterioration of the dental organs, and in the superiority of quality of the teeth of the laboring classes of Europe over those of the non-laboring residents of cities, may be found significant and useful hints in the treatment of these organs.
In addition to a well-thought-out systemic treatment, a filling material is needed which shall require less time and skill in its application than does gold, and which, when applied, shall possess the qualities of impermeability, insolubility, and a close resemblance to the enamel and dentine of the natural tooth; be non-conductive of thermal changes, and, above all, one that can be inserted in a plastic state, with the ability to fully harden afterwards.
That both of these improvements in the treatment of diseases of the teeth will eventually come, I do not for a moment doubt; and when it does, the scientific spirit will, it is to be hoped, take the place of the idea which leads so many dentists to believe that a well-finished gold filling is per se the highest aim of conservative dentistry.?Internatio7ial Dental Journal.
